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Dear Members of the COST ENTER
Network 
we proudly present to you our second working
paper of the COST Action Working Paper
Series. 

The working paper was written by Diego Badell
and analyses the EU and Member States
dynamics of dissent vis-à-vis substantive and
procedural norms wit reference to the UN
Global Compact for Migration. 

You will find a summary of the working paper
below, for further information please click on the
links that will lead you to the full paper on our
website. 

Share this working paper with policy-makers,
academics and students that are interested in
current issues on cultural diplomacy. Oh
and share on Twitter if you have an account!

The COST Action ENTER working paper series
serves as an outlet for recent research
outcomes at the core of the international
research consortium EU Foreign Policy Facing
New Realities. 

Interested in becoming the next author of
our Working Paper Series? We strongly
encourage anyone interested in becoming the
next author, to contact our network manager Dr.
Sigita Urdze. Please find her details further
below. 

Last but not least, a huge thank you to our
author and editors!

Yours,

http://amxe.net/rgouvkdf--u1fbymev-1896


Michèle, Patrick and Charlott

Prof. Dr. Michèle Knodt, Action Chair
Prof. Dr. Patrick Müller, Action Vice-Chair
Charlott Gebauer, Scientific Communication
Manager

Working Paper

The EU, migration and contestation:
the UN Global Compact for migration,
from consensus to dissensus

by Diego Badell - Universitat Autònoma de
Barcelona (UAB) and Institut Barcelona
d’Estudis Internacionals (IBEI).

What is the Working Paper about?

The 2015 migration crisis has shaken the EU
system to the point that no agreement on the
matter was possible. In this line, it was
decided to bring to the international level the
need to agree on a migration norm: the UN
Global Compact for Migration. This article
analyses the EU and Member States
dynamics of dissent visà-vis substantive and
procedural norms. It shows the existence of
four structural factors within EU foreign
policy that enhances consensus. That is the
existence of a common position on the
matter, the expert culture constraining the
behaviour of parties, the EU community of
practices and the role of the chair. The
presence of these factors explain why the
EU contained Hungary’s objections to the
Compact, but its absence also explains the
domino effect triggered by the Austrian
withdrawal. At the end, EU norms such as
effective multilateralism and sincere
cooperation were contested.

More information...

Main points to take away

Structural factors may account for the
resilience of EU foreign policy norms.

http://amxe.net/rgouvkdf--x73tkloy-1663


The 2015 migration crisis led the EU to
develop pragmatic entrepreneurship by
taking the need to address migration to the
international level.

There are four structural factors that may
channel contestation into consensus. Firstly,
the existence of a common position enabled
parties to entrap reluctant members and get
them to commit to what has been agreed.
Similarly, the involvement of CONUN as the
working party during negotiations led
guidelines to be agreed on based on an
expert culture. Thirdly, the absence of
national capitals in the debate allowed
diplomats defined as a community of
practices to find common ground. Lastly, the
role of the chair proved critical when
disagreements were about to cause bouts of
dissensus. These four factors were
operationalized over three stages, moving
from greater to less consensus

All in all, the contestation of the GCM not
only entailed internal tensions between
migration and national sovereignty but also
led to the contesting of substantive EU
norms such as multilateralism, and
procedural norms such as the principle of
sincere cooperation.

More information...

About the Author
Diego Badell is a Ph.D. candidate at the
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